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Two Trophies and a glut of medals for Beds & Luton Schools Athletes

Bedfordshire and Luton Schools enjoyed their most successful English Schools Athletics Championships for more than 15 years at Sheffield’s Don Valley Stadium last weekend when they brought home two trophies, seven medals, and an international vest from a small team of only twenty five athletes.

Deji Tobais from Sharnbrook lived up to his position of favourite by dominating each round of the Senior boys 100m and winning the final in 10.63 sec. having run 10.52 sec in his semi-final. One of his rewards for his great performances this season is selection for the European Under 20 Championships.
Four silvers backed up Deji’s gold. 

In the Senior Boys 3000m, Dan Clorley (Cardinal Newman) seized the lead with 250 metres to go and looked like the winner, but got overhauled on the line, clocking 8 minutes 25.42 sec. in the process.  Dan was delighted to learn on Monday that he also has earned a place in the GB Team for the European Under 20’s in the 1500m.

His training partner, John McDonnell (Van Dyke) ran a similarly great race in the Senior boys 1500m to also claim a silver medal in 3 minutes 51.19 sec.

Both captains also added silvers to their previous English School’s medals.

Lucy James (Dame Alice), who represents GB in the European Youth Olympic Festival next week,  ran a fabulous personal best of 55.98 seconds chasing home one of Europe’s leading Under 20 athletes in the Senior Girls 400metres; whilst Scott Johnson (Hastingsbury) cleared 2.08 metres in the Senior Boys High Jump losing the gold only on countback. 
Scott’s training partner, Hannah Frith (John Bunyan) claimed a bronze in the Inter Girls High Jump with 1.68 metres, and was selected to represent England Schools in the Home Countries International in Ireland this weekend.

Emily Wallbank (Biddenham) fought her way from the middle of the pack in the Inter Girls 3000m to another bronze in a personal best time of 9 minutes 57.44 seconds.

Another four athletes finished fourth. Shanara Hibbert (Wootton) with 5.37 metres in the Inter Girls Long Jump; Alan Sydee (Lealands) with a PB of 48.00 metres in the Junior Boys Hammer; Jake Devereux (Samuel Whitbread), a massive PB of 3.45 metres in the Junior Boys Pole Vault; and Pieter Snyman (Sharnbrook) who despite an elbow injury threw a PB of 57.97m in the Senior Boys Javelin.

Fifth place was earned by Olivia DaCosta (Wootton) with 35. 24 metres in the Junior Girls Javelin and a further four placed eighth: Martin Danobrega (Mark Rutherford) equalling his PB of 1.75 in the Junior boys High Jump; Jack Goodwin (Wootton) in Inter Boys 3000m (8 min 51.37 sec); Ryan Parker (Sam. Whitbread), 8 min 44.09 in the Senior Boys 3000m; and Mat Devereux (Sam Whitbread) 4.20 m in the Senior Boys Pole Vault.

In total, eight athletes set personal best performances, twelve obtained the very high level National Standards and seventeen of the team scored points.

In the team competition amongst the 15 smallest counties, the Inter Girls narrowly won the Bucks Cup, the Senior Boys massively won the Ernest Campion Trophy; but overall the team were narrow beaten by the much larger county of Norfolk.  
In summing up the Championships, Team Manager Allen Adamson told the team, “This was a magnificent result. You should be proud of your achievements, but don’t forget that they were only made possible by the work which you and your coaches did in the winter months. Work hard and good luck in the future”
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